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Title: Reconstructing Ethnic History and Tradition in Erdrich’s The Night Watchman

ABSTRACT: In her 2020 novel The Night Watchman, Louise Erdrich re-presents
the historical Termination Bill with its effects on American Indian tribes, and recaptures
the native people’s unyielding fight for their land, home, cultural survival, and inalienable
rights. The present essay attempts to explore both the formative power of literature on eth-
nic traditions, and Erdrich’s construction of her impressive history. Erdrich’s integration
of the fictional and the real reveals the invisible heritage embedded in people’s cultural
memory. Erdrich’s writing infuses life and vigor into dynamic ethnic history.

Keywords: Louise Erdrich, The Night Watchman, literary reconstruction, Termina-
tion Bill
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FRBTAE R JUPBRLYE (SR ) T 1) S SR e S E A

Author: Zhang Qiong <giongzhang@fudan.edu.cn> is a professor of English at Fu-
dan University, Shanghai, China (200433), specializing in British and American literature.

%5t - JEAEH T ( Louise Erdrich, 1954 — ) & UL ERELEMERKZ —, HAWEREL
PIAWHHET B A 5 T o MR A RS . T 2017 4F 1 ) (kA L ats iR R K el )
( Future Home of the Living God ), L\ S FEH/NIIIE SR IAK B 5. Bk (PN ) (The
Night Watchman ) FhZ % 58 55 50—, LIS EARF R TR AU RIS, R A2 1950 457
FUASTE ICHTEURF AR 1l 1) £ (81, TR 2048 7 SR BUR BT 15 7 3, SO 36 [ = SOl = iy
T Dy S RIS A N SCAR RN o /N i A5 27 SR %) 8 B DG R R - A 2 B
BE/NULR TR R R, 48 H AR R IR ZI I IS BT 2 X (Urrea ), 3XFRIE S “RIE
Ml & T 4 ARBISE 3 LS AR - B A AR (Charles ), 1646, 225 4 [ 7 R A1 &
FEE, WA e 4R 3 55 T B XA B R S8 KM OR , $a s A L e 5 3 [ =22 1]
AR ERIRRIEY,

MIMLLE: KEENXFER

FEES A 1953 2 1962 4F— Sl ad T 12 NAEEXTE S 2 O B M PR TE 2R B — AN
G| % 2 25O B R v% o R AR A R . O FALE L HT K E M, B TIRAGE A SEMLE
(Y FR” (Daly 428 ). 1953 447 83 Ji [El il 108 Uil , ik R 575 B 7E 42 = SC AL R Ak A
TE N RS, FRSCEN AR 2 SRR B - AU e - RN E A HL, (ER AR — BARETE S, B
S B b Y A R IS BORFE IR AS BUIEBE B FANZ0E T tth, AR W REH T2 8 A
B ZRE AR, FECEHS O AW, 1k 2 R E TR B LGSy =
T, B R W T SCHA M B UL R R BB Rl X TR AR 75 SCIR RO 17 B b s R
M, AN SR T IO . B, X IRFFORIP BN 2 SCA A LR &, A 8575 280t
SEAR DAL GE ) fe KB AR, SIS 75 D A I 67 D17 S ) 7K S

CSFRON ) BRI 17 3 Rl S8 — 225 1 X R B b S B AR S s iR SR T . /i 2
BORFF S s s i SEEEELN, iA1= A i ORI, ENEE L AASR A
NS A, TRRRE T AR BCE R A S AR T N GER . 2851508 A 1o
W 553557 A A SCAR I T B, 48R R ERSR 2 R i i S o /N Ui ol SO E
TGN T 5 AL 3B T B, AE T A ASAA Jr A 1k SCAR U K I s 43+l —A~
A NI EEAZ TN TG AT, D AR B 142 6257 1R SR DB X AR B3

X — 576 7 o B TR S AR g s R B TR A L T g A L, R AR R A T Y
NWo #3537 38 EGe B IR B - AN i I 2k, OEA IR E B9 SCk B0y, fih 5 5 BL Iy
ARV IR 22 3210 8 T S G SR A B R [RI 28 AR 0 26 1 5 MRS ST i3, KA
A T2 300 SCAR AR A R 7 A AR B Az o A BT Sk AL GG o IE 2 AR CE
G UE g SR SR Lo a1 Bz, )i A — BURARRAAE A I 5B, e IR B
Hb R RBTAE A S 5 s A R IR RN 22 | FE T 5 oK F B AR SRR
MATIRAE B8 SCA R LR AR S B AR T =X, 2 e il e B AR A, iURR N 22 B H A 16 2
RN R, IR SRR RS SR — SO AT (Erdrich 424 ). FE AR RIEE KA
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SIS IRIT Y, 132358 O O D2 B 0 1 35 RN il AR R

EASTER 2, KA A AT IE 2 O i AR N« i i SCA AW E AR s, AUk
BOR/NUE, ARIE B T ARG R R AR SCkIT R . AR R . DORRRIE AR GRRE R A SRR
AOULAE , BB A S AR ) JEA X S DR (%) 7 S T B8, i R s 1 — B
RSN S T W W (N <TGk U Y ST S W NS L o N E ey 1 | TN S I N 5
A T AR R L, FEER AR AR AL | A (DO O

“ AT A A 6 SCAR I A 8505 S8, 75 88 B AT PR DB R R W g, FE— 2 AR E NS
AT REAE AR R R 2 2 (0] T 22 57 5 ) — Pl e AR5 NSO mT LA ES AR i, 5
2SI AT M EFIEASE” (Carroll, “Rejoinder” 318 ), R, X EVER 22 50 BLIK f4 1 2
B4, BEARE—K LA To 22 e AR R, AR RE R BRTE 5 167 22 S b o KA 2R TG
FUBEA AR , AT L4 e T e X B s AL R AR BRI B X “AREIERT X))
PERSAETE, CSFRN ) TF AT SR SR 4, 2 i HL O FURNE 5 AUR UL B AT F 3R
B, AR G AR IR A 3 B D7 S 1 Y ) W 76 D3 B B G R ZIA AR . K] BB A X B
PE R T S00E A SCHOULES , A R | B RV IS T AR 1 SCIb it . bR —A~ S fk
NP TR 2 B R E TR T LSO A A 25 S i B A M T

RS AMGA 5 | L2 RE AR IR R G A, (U2 ERELISRZI 2R A
G M (adaptive function ) IRALTETE 43 B A0 4028 R4S FIMES AL , I A0 1B B LA P i) A= 15 41
I SN 5 M A 1 S LREAZ AR AR %) O s i v SRR A I S PRI A B R Y X
P T A SR AL PR T AR, AEAE TSl i SO B S M B AR AR, XA i 1
R —FISCEEHET, AR “TRATTTCEIER [ O WA B W — 2 TE 6, {E2mT DO AR , 13X
SEff R 5 SCFHEEAR S B HTUA R 1 —E653” ( Carroll, Literary Darwinism 165 ).

FRERBE: KESHHXFER

RAFEIRE SR N TE T A 2/ D BN 22 NI, 7 176 A8 2 1R (4 i B AT IR %1
AR R S PR R B I TR, ] 908 L I 9 M 765 I 8 R 75 0 S R 22 AT OGTE R R AL
LIy 35 SRR 1 Iy S SR S REAS 25 T A0 JEAE L s e/ NBE P AR S T S SR A A S R S
%, M AR A A AXELUE R B P, DR A IR St J8 1) SO P RO AN SRR AR Y
I PR A X oA PR B 2SR R AEFIIG BR AR | LUA MR 2 2640, AR FR AT AT K TE
&, P TN—TF AR AFAESL” (Erdrich 107 )o MISCHAWERIRLSA, RA0TE 2 THER R
AR AT B Oy AT AR SRR RE S, 413 R ARAE St — KRG  B4 LU Rl , TR e di s —
AN RIEH iy AEMA] CENSE ) WA HRABEE” (108 ), Wb A= a4 Y
SRR T /N U A R o7 A2 e B g B B9 355, BTN [ R 7 SCAL B 1 M X 4k R I
VHHENEE 2 NRY G- DA — 25 AR M DR BN 2 G 1) (108 ),

5 ARLER SRR R ENER 22 AN B9R8 B 114 (Relocation Program ), ‘B [RIAE LA PN
GRS, N Z NP A BRI SR RO OR B b, JCHE FEARAS T | AR AN/ 555 i
PR R, DR EUR A T T A T2 A5 EVER 22 N 2538 i DRIRE AL, L1308y i [ TS A% i 1)
ST ELT SO RN 22 B A AE AR B TR B AN N, R W JE Bl M i e o T 4
Too fFRN 22 FHARAH A L F I T IRTRAR | PSS o) R PR RHER B , X )2 1 120 50 4F
FREMERE 22 NAE AW i B8 , AR ENER 22 MR BR IR SR I I R 2R o U 22 7
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HREA T B Ao VAR S, BRI IL R ) e 2 MO S A , TR | M AR e A . 1
IR IR R P J , FERE R A 2 R0 BRSPS , 4530 7 R ARFIORS i DU P i, A 23R
AR LILI T 5, E R FLIT I FLAMD . RMEAEL R | 3 S FL Bl SE IR 2 A&
JLBCERAU &, I T— KA, A R U, AR O R AN — DI REE” (257 ).

MEZERAER —E, OB SR A BRI R T 25 A SCfb 22 5, IRk 3] 17
WE T WD BRI IR S ) RIRE AR S5 Tl g s R 25, RIS AR + 55 RAL R
BIVE MRS ML T25[0]” ( Calcaterra 514 ), fEEUA A HFIT s SE ORI, AN IR 24 4%
G AR RS IR A e & s R A YR EEALEERE 15
HAMERAFRIALSS , WMRZAEE K (S0 ) R 9% hbad A A7 & R, R G gr fneg
R IKMEZ S FRAF I SCAAZ A (qtd. in Morace )o 33X HLEY “ff477 F1 “RZ 47, tiJd SCop iy
Uitg. 16 CFRAD) o, AYILIE A 036k T TR M Az, W — B 500 10 - i R 8y
SRR, FHEZEG PR A E B R R 2D, (A RBIER S B e 3E—
FEM B30, TG 25 Hr 4 A2 5% %o st (] RN PR B A JEHT SRAS TR TR AR A7 IR 25 - “ 24P, fh il 3]
A ) 22— Wi [l A% . 1 R AL« A B /K A B 28 B ad Ko RSk i P2, B Tt Atb
AR A 2 T A ) — SR BT R 26 |, SRR (360-61 ),

TR AZ A O A L o (1) /N P 3 A7, T T S 114 (R SCAZ Be AE fth 7 0i RR 2X
(/NBER A Rt MR U 5 LA (Z 24 ) (Love Medicine, 1984 ), F|[i]— Fr
b EARTAE RS (Lt ) ( Tracks, 1988 ) (=5 E ) ( Bingo Palace, 1993 ) ([@)Z ) ( Round
House, 2012 ) S5 PR3 (5PN e FEBLSE 3 USCE R IR I, g sc 234 s Iy s L e phig
(14 B T B35 0 o 00 P St T X, 3k BB AR 1323800 v S I 1 SC A i I . BRIV /N st
PRI 45 ST E 1 38T A BN SR 2 N, BTG & 1 A A T RIS ZE A 23 BHBS T AR R 5 R bl A1 ks il R
HERBER . AN TS BEARSE FEA it 300 ZRORTR B4 7 3k, iR Rl 2 4t
— g DIIB I 2 IR, A4k am i “SCRRio () B—Fas it S, o e
R T —FpANRAFAERL 1 4l sefl’” (Schéler 2 ).

JO A% B o 7R A B D7 s 82 0 A ASOR () RIS, A ) % 2o BV ER 223V A AR 1 R 4 |
BURIANE ) G HORBAR YR J7 o IURFIN 225G “ b 1Y 5 JE AR + 3 A 8 4R TR %
TSR R X, i B FRE A AR IR A LIRS B C7EOE R
F DEEBAETIAMG E” B4, M RSP B E R R, X5 AT “BEAFHE
BUEHSE”, B AT “HXX JE ol 24 R R T i, ST In It G 2 gk A — 56
(S (57-58 ). X— N EFEILER T, WrEsMIAC PR R P b . BSE%+
TV 1 B T AR b AR D\ Sl B, TR AR R R T IR A RS ARG R R 5
“E ARG SR S, (H SR A RS AN B AT SRex il i T K45 (extermination )
MR . T PUHER A ERAE 241 2875 Ja BRI X 4 femss , JLARAR 8 ORI 4, 1 el
HL o ) el 2 SO A 0 ) R Bl AR SC A K 4, MGk AN ik, D AR B I
KRB, T AEAE 2 T AR5 A 8 a8 RIS G 4, IEfEE e e i s Y
K F ARG RE NS FE E B L N i IR IS i - R EE XA S L — Ve e an A
(610-11),

SCEABIVE R SO AME B S W EZR MU BBt S o /NP TAEA %5
TRZI BT, FE D8 AT AR i R AR S AT O RAE R AEM, i+
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B 22 BRERA SRR | IRIRA 2 R B A AR AN eI ARG ) , SE R R BAR AR PR T8 e
SRR BE PR A KA AR 55 , 3K 28 NI A s SCAE G GE fp AN T sl R R O C 3R, o4l Al
2 i et SCAR AN ELAY ' UL

ESEHEENXKHRERE

TE—UORT (PG ) TR, JEAE R eI 5 7R LASMEAC A S Rk 8 9 Sk B g SR g
WE TSAFRAT . Mitix BED S IR LA A b AR AR R TC R, AT (] B ME ALY
PERMAAS tEFARBO R TR T “WERARN A SEBUR SCPF A ST
WMo I HEFRAE A, SR A BT ORI SEIE . AR, WSRARATRASIRATIC S L i
B AR FR XA A AR50 (Erdrich 612), XBFHHE /R T SCEGHE G T 5 i G )
i, EAHT ST O S SO EE BN TR — S BT, RSB . 1970 40T
FABUR SR AETE SRONAS L 40 A, 2 Dy s A . FE SRR ML A ] 1A%, (2
JEPEHL S F X MR TR RERR S UEE , 1117 (SPRON ) 2B 7R AR X R A BE A E

AN T RS SR, SO BIVRAR BUR L T IS AR G RS2 1) AL , R S AR 2 AR
RIVE A ity AN AR A S SRR (RAR R AL SE B B R A S A ks 22 5¢
SRR, (A e/ NS AES AR IER, I A A WAEMZ S T 55
FE SR S U Y55 77 5 b SRR BRI IE AR T E IR, Z2P0AS 3 oV “Hopr 2 &
BB B SR A S AL B Lo PR A R 5 A JC AR i TS ST TIAS , ;R A SCHEA
AR BORCE G e 2 A 5 T A OO TR, SRR 2 AL AR R AH A AR e 5 Ry e 22
SEREAHY, (FUR AT SRS  TRE LGRS B O T R B R B o bR 4 il A\ 20
SOV R B A A T A 1, Gt AR A 52 SR 7 R iR R 8 IR v it 2 i 7 R AE

JEPEH P BT ST FLAR A BAT Rl ) SC A8 M i AR 5 T, RIS/ i R P 18 L
SURER b, MESAH AR B DD S B IR AN Lo B8 L e W A T SR e TR AN B R A, B
HURTIARERMEEN SR 22l R, IR T Ml A2y N AR HAR, A2 #E A AR RAL” (Erdrich
502). fli—EUFGER B ML, H00 1 L ASFIREC RS A RR . [RIRE , iy e 22 ) £ 25 1 i
25 IR S — L LR 25 10, AEAFTLIN 2 LTI A A, X R T S e IR A —HY
JEFIRE Sy o EANFE ST ACETRIRBE Y H 7 AT LUBSZ 3 “RIARTEHLIE T G | 65 A B
iR — U i HUEE R A9K” (359 ). IXAH Bl NS 2200 1) A 2R B A R RIAF A E AR EVER 22 A
W O, AR IR Z B ERAL “BIELE A IR, BRI T BRI L" (359 ),

PR T 7 R A A 28 e, 6 s FOXHIR R G 0 3t 43 A 2l « IR TR E
ERERAYWE AT LU B , MAERE 45 0007 O B IR R sk, 123 U 5ei 1
BIEZRAIRIE" (553 )0 WARAMATT N AEARKARE b2 #ISCALRYE R , AR AR50 T w1
FMEGE IR G RERE , 7045 307 B BUA T REI ISR BT & A IR AT . 7EIXRE B G454
L, AN NHI U EDUL | A5 23 WA 28 SR B AR BEAE R R I R TR, T ST il A ) 2 AR 1
M AR A 155, WA IR 3 . TR Rk SE R S R A | SR
FHLASE I

VAR 6 222 191], Jt A 0 AT P ) R 5 rh R B 1 e M A A B S8, i 2 A ) 22
B BB EH BRI IS A LR, R L0 1 0 U M BRSS9 2R o4 22 7 K i
(465). FrLL, W BULAE AN “BEAE, fb (R ZERY A T5 St/E TR EEAY” I, I B R AR
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