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Caleb Cushing and Chinese Collection in North America
YANG Haizheng

Abstract The beginning of library collection of Chinese books in North America is directly related to the signing
of the Treaty of Wangxia (Wang—hsia) between China and the United States in 1844. Caleb Cushing (1800-
1879) , the US representative who signed the Treaty of Wangxia, sent a total of 237 Chinese books in 2, 547
volumes to the United States in 1845. It is not only the first large—scale collection in the history of the United
States, but also the origin of Chinese collection in the Library of Congress, which is of great significance in the
history of Chinese collection in North America.

Keywords Caleb Cushing; Treaty of Wangxia; Chinese collection in North America
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EE<ERETMBES, 1948 FFEER
FEEEEEE, EEHN CBREAEZE)
(Eminent Chinese of the Ch'ing Period, 1644—
191 )FEEHBREARZE T ZHME, BERX
X EEB P XN EN, 71954 F8-E
(RAEHR WM %ERE) (The Growth of the
Orientalia Collections)”— 3, Y& 3 E o 3L 3C#k
FIU B T EEFT AN E R Tk
e, LEREIRE T XEESEBIESE
BEXFEWGELZ 1869 5 BUN B T X E /) 105
9BELTHENIME, ENBEBFBNEFR /G,
ERXEZEERT, XEESRBIEEZICEEA
BHEZEHNE REEP LR, 1879F M
ANE—FEETEREHRA - BEE 2,500
EMABB", [ERN EENEWR RS RN
w, FERFEZETRANZ,

#%711(1910-2015), ZEEREFR, R
AHIEFEBIEIER, 1947 FREMFRFT
1€, 1957 FREBEBEZRE 246, 1978 FM
THSFAFIRREBIEERT LRK, HEAZE
MEFRF2RITES XU RFELRE. RITEB
TBREBERKNFTNEIM AR, $REEXT
JEERFEUWRE RO NN TE (ENRTEB
TBHEENAR) — X, WXFE—HA "hER
PR RIIECBPETTLE", XEX “thE
EHZH" 5 "RIBEGRBHFFG" XEEE
AR T IRR, REBHERA. BEEATE
NEENEBmMEFEEFN10FPh XHERE
MFF 26 R IBE LR AR S o B P AERET
o, RIS EERRETERXY (RAL
BENEZRE) s ETERXFIHEESR
TEMNYIZES « MERBPBHERER, XHEF
B, £THFIEEZERTEBIERF M
iy, HWSm2EN 25X,

AR IK(1926-7 ), £ T TARHFAT, 1949
FHANGEBRFXER, 1962 FFF2XH, 3%
BT BIAMN L R E B TR SRS A1
T, 1980 FEEZERZRPIELFRETERE,
Z2F (XEHESEREF WO ERE) (The
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Development of the Chinese Collection in
the Library of Congress), E|BRIALE, PN
EMREFEZEREPXWBEALE. &N
ARANNZEE, X EBSTRIG/\FmEEE
B, PRIEOAREREERX . HFIIFHLR
g, ATIFATREZ, B2, ¥TEXEEZHE
PIEM LY A - MEBPL—F, PHARKOHR
BT RDER, NEFEEILEXERE N
BRENME. FTXRITEARIKAROERM L, Xt
R NOIAERTS o

2 G 5L IEENE

1345 - BUZ&(Caleb Cushing, 1800-1879),
EETDEEEMA, 1817 FEEVFAHASE
B, 1823 F1EA{HE K Newburyport) 52
Ui, 1825 A M ARIMBTING, 1827 FiLhRss
F 2B, 1833 FEH0 1834 FEF R A M ARIX
BT F . 1833 FAth7r5E 23 B E Rk %Ik,
1835- 1843 FEAN KX AN e S g HfRIE A 5
HAE24BERWR, FEF25. 267027 EE
S AEEER TN A RS 27 BES N5
EEZRSTE, 1843FE588H, BUERMEESE
EEgZ=#John Tyler, 1790-1862){F6r A3
I b @ X ff (Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary), T 1844 F4ik
B, EXFZASE5PERITFE (BEX
29), 1845F3 B4 HEMEEE, RFHBEMAR
WEEIL R, 1846 FAF Y I 7 B SEL N B FE
WEMMZE LR, 1847 EHUR /R S5 E6r &
A, 1851 FESFEEEMAMBBERFTK,
1852 FIESFEEEM &= AR AE, 1853-
1857 FEETES K, 1860 FFREHLERE

SEE, 1874 FWHR I BGIRE hEe Ak
HEXEE, BFRAKRBL, 1874-1877FF%
EUFTEHIF AfE, 1879 AR RFEHY,

1844 F A EME 2377 2,547 B
NHEE, 1845 FEH B EEH, XMHBNERE
R, BEENMIRXNEEHRE, BYNEELR
MAPBHREERAN—H S XEB, AL E
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BE®E T HEPERENESR. KEREDNGE,
FF 1845 £ 9 B 7 F T o EEYIE B 19,

ERXAEXEGRIXEEZERERE
1879 FM LA B, SARKBIIHR LI,
BERXEHERETEFXEESEREE—E
TEK 803 FEE 5 - bl (F (Frederick Ashley,
1863-1942)7 1942 FH—REZ, FIfHH]35%

The Boston Transcript says that the sale of
the library of the late General Caleb Cushing
took place at the auction rooms of Sullivan
Brothers & Libbie on Beacon Street. It began
on October 22, 1879, and continued three
days. The library was largely composed of
works upon international law and books about
China and in the Chinese language. “The
books in Chinese were mainly purchased for
the Library of Congress. The bidding was
spirited and good prices were realized, in all
about $4000.” This was the beginning of the
Oriental collection.

XBAEFE A, — 1 BAR MR P F
INA1879 FREXBESRBIER FE P
6, M 1879 F 2L E/Ia/\FFBUNa X EE
PZENETE, BARXDMERTIEH, Lho,
AR KX P+ B9 A A FR PR s g 0], — 2D
EXT 1879 F 10 Aty CE LI IR) (The
Boston Transcript), H o7& B TR+
BLHNELR, EXLFMBESEREPIRNICEK,
TREEESEBRIE187IFMNMBINE XL Z
1 BZETT, 4,000 % T LR E % EE
EREFEREPETEAMLE, XFEE
I, E IR I 5 P o] fE 2 7K T
%, BHxEHRESEARERT, mMEBEAHT
ZEREEL T ESRBE, AREKHTHEED
HIHEM, 12 EMIEZ B AR o] DUFBRIXOR 1S
SEMEE, BURERENTHENERERIENT
BRI,

IR KHIRREE, FrBXEESRBIEE
1879 M N P #9150 % R 2 E TR 75 72
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1942 FHEIZ, Tt EIZIFEB TR
B, MIERNESL, EfHAoIE, BARK
AN EBH—THRARSR, Lbrt, RiE
1915 FEEESEBENTFERS, THHS
FIPEE B AR ESEBBIEEE.

Our East
Manchu, Mongol, Tibetan and Japanese) is

Asiatic  collection(Chinese,
now in excess of 45, 000 volumes. Aside from
the casual accretions of the past 60 years, its
principal constituent groups are these: (a) The
beginning of the collection is due to the interest
of Hon. Caleb Cushing, our first minister to
China, who in 1844 negotiated the earliest
treaty between the United States and the
Emperor of China. Upon his return he brought
with him well selected standard works,
history, medicine, classics, poetry, ritualism,
essays, anddictionaries—e.g., the “Thirteen
classics” in 366 volumes, Choo He's history
in210; inall2,547 volumes.(b) -+ fo1a1

RIELIRICH ITE], F196FEXEESE
PIENRTIERMEEET T60FELE, MALE
O A o e PR P FIEHERT, PREXREH
=T 1855 FH NEEERERIEN,

HEtt—EF X EEESEBIEMICRKEFT
PUFBAEA B ERE T AN XENEE, 2
XEESERERENPXWE, 1949 FEE
BREREN (BSEREFKRBELERIERS)
(LT &Fr (46/) )hHE “Caleb Cushing” —
%, WERZWTF:

CUSHING, CALEB

Orientalia—Chinese Section

a)2547 vols. Which formed the beginning
of the Chinese collection. Cataloged and
dispersedin the Chinese Section.

b)Catalogue of the private library of the late
Honorable Caleb Cushing Z7997.C983. A
manuscript list is available in the Chinese
Section & another list may be found in appendix
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no.8 of AR—1898."*
<<?"T‘i>> XEMBERRETEIR. £,
—HMR—RE, AT T R EE
%!%?EH%%HE’JEPIL&@, NTEEY 8] b B 1
PHNEESR; £, BARKRIT, LT
1898 F E = B B 1E F & RS M} 3% 8(appendix
no.8 of AR-1898) 84 ) B 7 370 # 3, 750
5, MUBEBENERG/\FEBEEEN
10794753, LEFEESEFBIE 1869-
1898 F B EFI N EMBFE, FibMhiAhX—
B R %HE RN SN ESEFBIE6 P XU EE
AR R, XA IR IR A IX — 150 A B
B

AR JkF5 69 Rl R KR AN FF7E. 1898 £F
EBERBEEERENFE 8 P HImF B XHLE
BT SFEESRBENIE D XIER, B2
5RAMFNK, Bl “The Chinese Collection”,
TR SEMBEN D XIER, MR8 ENBM
R BB -

A reference is made in the body of the
report to the collection of works in the Chinese
language, which came from the library of
Caleb Cushing. That stateman was sent to
China by President Tyler as the first American
envoy to the Celestial Empire.

This collection consists of 237 standard
woks, classics, history, poetry, medicine,
fiction, etc.; 2547 Keuns(unbound volumes).
There are also a few duplicates. @

L%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ%f’ﬁa LYNE<ERE
b XIEBB — XN B, mIEWR “The
Chinese Collection” Rﬁtzfﬁ@ﬁ@i%, HxH UL
LN ENIEBERE23772,547%, mBER
EHIESCEBUL:

Our books in the Chinese language,
mainly derived by purchase from the library of
the late Caleb Cushing, the first American
envoy to China, have, through the courtesy
of His Excellency Wu Ting—fang, the present
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Chinese ambassador to Washington, been
catalogued by some of the learned gentlemen
connected with the embassy. For the kindness
of His Excellency, the Librarian makes public
and grateful acknowledgement. A catalogue of
thisunique collectionappearsintheappendix.’®'
X8R % i E & B PR IE X H o SR DU
R B ARMNELBAHNEIR, AT IEH
TE % “mainly derived by purchase from the
library of the late Caleb Cushing”, MFM& “this
unique collection” 352 BIEHAR BAERND
BAK SRR
(FEm)RIM(MERABRBIEE X)
(Catalogue of the Private Library of the Late
Honorable CalebCushing), 4HEFfmit “Cataloged
and dispersed in the Chinese Section”, N2
TERRUE R J\%IIAI% TERHITIEARH
FHEW, T—BEXBABTESERIESRX
B, 1879&%@%1&8? AT LM, KL
B9 W. F. Brown &co., printers /As]/AFHIRT
— Bk, #6871, XEMEBMBHNEFERLE
Ko MRETRIBVBHEEFT TR “another
list”, 2%51898 FEEHEEHIELEE370 Fh
3,750 B XIE E Fo
G EARITTAD, BRI 1855 £ K
XEESEREZEEL THRREIE, F—XE
1855 EANRZ MIMGRE, FRMNELGBXBA
BT ESEREP I, 21879 FmAEHE
R, % XBIEREEESEBIED XIERA
Niﬁi‘im , 1898 FH LN P HEEAEME
BRI — LB Hoh SUBRUS 7 B RET, X
R 4R BB REABBEAXEESEBIEP IER
H—E5r, HEBMEMNOX D, HRRTHHE
FI 1898 FEZEBIEFEREM K8,
FItFRE 20 ZM A HAEZEESER
TETIER, MR BBHYEIZA—ETE, 1
i}\j'ﬂfﬁi@ﬁ#%fmmfﬁ)\ﬁ%#ﬁ, IR
BEAEMS . F—, PR B KL RETFRE
@7‘9 “the late Honorable Caleb Cushing”, 1R

242548



BHLARNAMEBBEEEEZMHZEFA
BESEPBIEN, LBrE “the late” RitiX—
BxemEEtEHRN, £, (XEES
FIBERKEERS) (Annual Report of the
Librarian of Congress)i&-F 1866 &, BiE &P
BRNTFRECEZ1898ET o LLATHIER
PHEEBRENERAXGF2EFILEN, &
FUERS, FAFANEEESEBIEAE
1879 FRAR L RN MAEBM B A— R
SIREHEN

EZNAERE—NEERR(EM T BT
B EXEZ EAARIEANEZEEZEHRE, K
AEEEREBIEHIUGE, X5 X H
BPENENFIERERRALR, MEEATEEER
MEIBZ I EFRHOARERE R, miXX
SHEEAEZEFRFTEFZITNFE (BELXYD)
th B R R E IR,

3 Hix (BEXRY) SHsEH

1759 FF (R fE —+ W), HEHAKCE
(James FIn) M EUSBURFHN—BELS, ZBHREAN
RiE, RABBREEARTNET 3FE, FM
w7 ‘BERE ., BtDE, BEFTRITE
SNEAFESIXAE, HIENEIME, XEEMPE
REFEEI1828FFT, FIEAEENEEASD
RBE—RERT7IXE", 1830 FUGREMZE
EfE#Ht, sy, P=8%, hAgERTR
ERRTHSNF BRI TXES S,

BREFBEZR, HEX. P=REEH
THEXIBEKEE A R DIBEEEFHAMNENIE, B
EEBUFNTNEAZE BN TR T A E
BEs, 1843 %, XE LG T HIREMEFKE,
FRER—FE], ST ShEEFANRS NS
T, BiEEs. WEXAB =83 R tiam
%, 1844 F, hARKERFEFRERME
FBTPE (BELXYN), MELE (BEXY)
FHIANTBSEIFIREBENEK.

HrAK: ESKEFRLEFHTEEST LR
AFHI KT iEF, R ALEFMH, Rept
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HERTEFAA, PR EREYRGFHA M
. BEF; FELREFEERAPE, "
AR B BRI INE, S1TP %
(BEXY) zERMMREXE, £ (BEX
29) PIAFECXEZESINEK, RUTsERBE
BEHEW, EE5X—1FRor, MEEFEE
IHBESANE AT B YRR, ek
TAEERTHEEATIRISGES IN &M,
1844 FRIEE LR B P X, BRI
RN 1844 Fx A X ER—MR ATEBIER 1842
T KE 2 E %R /7 % = (American Oriental Society)
—REITHNEERAAZSEBIE, BEHEBIEMNM
BAr®1847 F ALk, FrE BT BT RE2H,
Hehch X HEEHIM, 5FREEEABESHKID
William Jenks(1778—1866)#8 & &, 30 Fh 2 bl
BN, 1844 FE 2 5, RtEHL. AR
SukiE, AT UEEZZINE, HEELE
XX EPFEHLIXE, tbwn, XEFEIZE
# /R E7 - 125 (Charles W. Bradley, 1807-
1865)7F 1849-1853 fF (BT EE T E [ TN ET,
BRAFSEBIERENFE79F, 1857-1860
FEEERTERNENBEIXFE 1595, XE
B RS A AR o B R WH i
EEE, PRABERSITNDE (BEEYN)
IBEREMRE,
MWBINRZ R ROBERE, MAEFHIT
fih 3k (BELY) AMUKET XERAMES
SFhEMRAA, Wi T PEZE XL

mS5HE,
4 4HiE

1844 FRI— L XERENZH L, b
BX . B=RFAB, ELESERNIIEK
¥, BEEBAFBSELENEAZIINE. =X
HEIMENADELRAEEN T EYN T BAHE
T IRKEXE, &SRB 1840 F18 F 655
BRI (AREN) METT, XENR
BF @m0, HI18MMERIT]ThE (BEXK
4), EFHFITEANEFRKRMBRNMAESLZY
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