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Self-agency and Responses: The Turnaround Represented by the “New Learning” During the
Daoguang and Xianfeng Periods and the “Impact-Response” Model --------- Luo Zhitian( 4)
Representing an important turnaround in the intellectual history of the Qing Era the “New Learning” During the

Daoguang and Xianfeng Periods ( the DaoXian New Learning) advocated an attitude that stressed creativity in intellectual

studies. Reflecting a natural tendency towards broadening the scope of knowledge notwithstanding such an attitude

exhibited an evident “rebellion” mentality which to some extent deviated from the mainstream mentalities among
intellectuals during late Ming and early Qing. The scope categories and orientations of Confucian classics studies became
increasingly extroversive while “other categories of knowledge” once subordinate to Confucian classics studies moved from
the periphery to the spotlight. the Dao—Xian New Learning demonstrated the diversity and inclusiveness of traditional

Chinese scholarship which responded differently to western religions and western knowledge and maintained its self-agency

during a turbulent time. Confronted by the dramatic changes wrought by the shocks from the West the Dao—Xian New

Learning were largely neglected in the academic history. Later “new learning” even became synonymous with western

knowledge. To take stock of this turnaround in the Chinese academic history and examine this self-generated transformation

within the Chinese academia and its interactions with those western knowledge that later swept across China is conducive for
us to gauge the actual impacts of western knowledge on China and rethink the “Impact-Response” Model which tends to

treat China and the west as a monolith respectively.

Evolving Scholarship and Perpetual Way: Scholarship in Modern China and the Fundamental
Conception Behind Liang Qichao’ s Efforts to Bridge the Chinese and Western Scholarship
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Yu Mel:f‘ang( 19)

The Inherent Logic of Liang Qichao’ s Thoughts on Modern State: An Analysis Centered on The
CRING DiISCUSSION -+« -+« +nvntmentnemeneneneaeattet ettt taeaentaenenenenenenanes Jia Xiaoye( 35)
Liao Qichao published a large amount of articles and commentaries in The China Discussion ( Qingyibao) which
brought the inherent logic of his thoughts on modern state to the fore. After the 1898 coup Liang was forced to take refuge
in Japan. He went to great lengths to ask for intervention from Japan and the UK but to no avail. Under such
circumstances Liang started to study the China policies of both Japan and the UK concluding that “maintaining the
integrity of China is only another way of dismembering it”. Based on his understanding of western modern state theories
Liang proposed a new path i. e. to achieve national independence by relying on the Chinese people. The China Discussion
of the Kang

Youwei Clique The China Discussion simultaneously advocated two contradictory paths for China to achieve its national

then became a platform for Liang to articulate his thoughts on modern state. Regarded as the “mouthpiece”

independence: one advocated maintaining the emperorship and the other embraced mobilizing the Chinese people. Such a
tension was not only related to the nature of The China Discussion as the “official” newspaper for a political faction but also

attested to the transitional feature of this newspaper.

State-Sponsored Business Newspapers: A Study on the Tactics of Regional Governors for
Controlling the Public Opinion in Late Qing -----ccoceeeeieeiiiiiiinii., Shi Xigiao( 51)

Xiliang and the Discussion among Regional Governors on the Deadline of Establishing the
Parliament and the Cabinet in 1910 ................................................ Pan Chong( 67)

Evolution of the “Maotai” Liquor Brand in Modern China «------+-coceeeeeeeenenen Guo Zijian( 82)

The evolution of the “Maotai” liquor brand was closely related to market changes and evolving state-business network
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at different junctures in modern China. In the early Republican China Maotai liquor was especially popular within the top
military and political circles of Guizhou Province and became a famous specialty of Guizhou after it won a list of specialty
exposition prizes. After the outbreak of the War against Japanese Aggression the influx of government employees and
school staff into the inland and the trade embargo imposed by the Japanese changed the structure of premium liquor
consumption. Maotai liquor became a famous and independent brand after it widely penetrated large areas under
Kuomintang rule during the Resistance War. After the Resistance War businessmen established a marketing network of
Maotai liquor in major Chinese cities and the market share of Maotai liquor grew tremendously making Maotai a reputed

household brand in China.

The Changing Central-d.ocal Relationship in the Early Republic of China and the “Dual Track”
Mechanism in the Administration of the Salt Industry in Guangdong ------ Li Xiaolong(95)

Regional Distribution of Manufacturing Factories in China in the 1930s: An Analysis on the
Spatial Distribution and Scale and Quality Improvement Process Regarding the
Industrialization of Late-Developing Big Powers ------------ Xu Yi and Zhuang Zicheng( 114)
Based on our revision and update of the data provided in Liu Dajun’s Chinese Industries Survey Report this article

proposes that there were 4372 manufacturing factories in China in 1933  scattering in 391 counties and cities in 27 Chinese

provinces. In eastern coastal areas manufacturing factories were largely concentrated in “a manufacturing belt” while in
the central and western parts of China which hosted the manufacturing factories transferred from eastern provinces

manufacturing factories scattered widely across different places. Such a distribution pattern was closely related to the
differences between eastern provinces and central and western provinces in natural endowment transportation facilities and
the depth and scope of engaging in domestic and international markets. Different from early industrialized European
countries China formed a distinctive regional distribution of manufacturing factories in the 1930s which rested on
international market and international trade on the one hand and the huge domestic market on the other. The domestic
market in particular became a “sanctuary” for Chinese manufacturing factories to weather the global economic crisis in
the 1930s. Nevertheless in the absence of a unified and powerful political regime Chinese industrialization were still
plagued by sluggish development of domestic market lack of integration among the eastern central and western parts of

China intensified industry competition among different regions and mismatch between agricultural and mineral resources

on the one hand and capital and talents on the other.

Noise Management in the International Settlement of Modern Shanghai --------------- Lu Ye( 129)

Dilemmas in Constructing the Regions and Some Reflections: An Examination of Modern
Regional History Studies on North China -------c-eoeoeeeeeeiennnn. Wang Xianming( 143)
Regional history studies on North China have witnessed great strides in the four decades of Reform and Opening up.

Thematic studies and region-confined studies became the dominant approaches in the field. The two approaches however

also gave rise to a common problem 1. e. the dilemmas in the theoretical or disciplinary development of regional history

studies. Specifically various thematic studies and region—confined studies cast a shadow on the progress of regional history
studies on North China. The pervasive “region-confined” tendency discouraged genuine academic pursuits in the field of
regional history studies on the one hand and led to the “fragmentation” of modern history studies. Whether regional history
studies on North China will usher in its renaissance largely depends on whether researchers can overcome the theoretical

dilemmas faced by thematic studies and region-confined studies dominant in the regional history study circle.

An Examination of the Study Abroad Experience of Ding Wenjiang --------------- Zhang Lei( 154)

English abstracts translated by Jia Yajuan
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